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urban  District  of  Kidsgrooe. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  the  year  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kidsgrove 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1939. 

A.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area : 4,095  Acres. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  the  resident  population 

(1939).  14,340. 

Number  of  houses  at  end  of  I930,  according  to  the  Rate 
Books:  4,233*  (This  figure  includes  houses  which  are  still  existing 
although  Demolition  Orders  are  operative). 

Rateable  value:  £48,948. 

» 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate:  ^180. 

The  Area  is  divided  into  three  Wards: 

The  Kidsgrove  Ward. 

The  Xewchapel  Ward. 

The  Talke  Ward. 

The  district  is  mainly  an  industrial  residential  area  for  the 
Potteries.  As  manufacture  and  coal  mining  in  the  aiea  is 
practically  extinct,  there  was  much  unemployment  during  the 
earlier  part  of  the  year.  This  has  been  reduced  considerably 
during  the  later  part  of  the  year. 
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The  following  statement  from  the  Employment  Exchange 


shows  the 

extent  of 

unemployment 

in  the  area:— 

Age  16—65. 

Wholly 

Unemployed. 

Temporarily 

Stopped. 

At 

end  of 

June  : 

Men 

1,032 

136 

Women 

187 

1 18 

At 

end  of 

December 

: Men 

83S 

96 

Women 

166 

99 

2. 

VITAL 

STA  TISTICS. 

Live 

Births  : 

Total  21 1. 

Males  hi. 

Females  100. 

Birth 

Rate  per 

1000  of  the  estimated  popul 

ation  : 14.4. 

Stillbirths : Total  io.  Males  4.  Females  6. 

Rate  per  iooo  total  (live  and  stillbirths)  47-3* 

Illegitimate  Births  : Total  4.  Males  2.  Females  2. 

Deaths : Total  155.  Males  ?6.  Females  79. 

This  total  includes  the  following  transferable  deaths  from 
outside  the  area:  dotal  27.  Males  16.  Females  11. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  : 10.6. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes : 0. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  I year  : Total  12. 

Males  7.  Females  5. 

Death  rate  of  infants  per  1000  births  : 56.8. 

Deaths  from  Measles : 0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough:  I.  (Female  aged  I month.) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  : 2. 

1 Male  and  1 Female 

There  has  been  no  specially  noteworthy  cause  of  sickness 
during  the  year,  (except  an  epidemic  of  influenza  during  the 
early  Spring)  and  no  special  conditions  of  occupation  or  envir- 
onment which  appears  to  have  had  a prejudical  effect  on  health. 

B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  : (See  page  1.) 

2.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities:— h aboratory  arrangements  for 
the  examination  of  spururn,  swabs,  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs 
are  undertaken  by  the  County  Laboratory  at  Stafford. 
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(b)  Ambulance  Facilities For  infectious  cases,  a motor 
ambulance  is  kept  at  Bradwell  Isolation  Hospital,  and  can  be 
summoned  by  telephone,  (Chesterton  68061). 

A Ford  Motor  Ambulance  was  purchased  in  May  by  the 
Kidsgrove  Home  Service  Ambulance  Committee,  and  this  is  used 
for  non-infections  cases  and  accidents.  It  is  large  enough  for 
three  stretchers  or  for  two  stretchers  and  five  sitting  cases. 

3.  Nursing  in  the  Home  : — 'there  is  a local  Nursing  Association 
affiliated  with  the  County  Association,  which  is  supported  by 
voluntary  subscriptions. 

The  three  Health  Visitors  reside  and  work  in  the  area,  one 
in  each  Ward. 

They  look  after  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  infants 
and  take  on  the  supervision  of  any  case  under  these  heads  or 
any  special  case,  when  required  to  do  so  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  are  held  at  Kidsgrove,  Harriseahead  and  Talke. 
These  Clinics  are  managed  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff  of  the 
County  Council.  School  Clinics  are  held  regularly  by  the  School 
Medical  Officer  of  the  County  Council. 

There  is  a Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

There  is  a voluntary  Nut  sing  School  at  Wesley  Street.  Kids- 
grove, which  was  taken  over  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
Education  Committee  on  the  1st  April,  1 939-  Previous  to  being  taken 
over  it  was  governed  by  a local  Committee  and  was  financed  by 
grants  from  the  Pilgrim  Trust  and  Lady  Astor.  It  has  accommo- 
dation for  40  children  and  is  usually  attended  to  full  capacity. 

Venereal  cases  can  obtain  treatment  at  the  North  Staffs  Royal 
Infirmary,  or  at  the  Clinic  of  the  City  of  Stoke-on-Trent. 

There  are  no  Artificial  Light  Clinics. 

5.  Hospitals — Fever . Infectious  cases  are  sent  to  Bradwell 
Isolation  Hospital.  Smallpox. — Smallpox  cases  may  be  sent  to 
Bagnall  Fever  Hospital  (North  Staffs  Joint  Hospital  Board) 

The  Council  contributes  to  the  maintenance  of  the  Bradwell 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis. — Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  provided  with 
sanatorium  facilities  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  County  Council, 
Wolverhampton,  and  Dudley  County  Boroughs. 

Maternity . — There  is  no  Maternity  Hospital  for  the  district. 
Where  admission  to  a hospital  is  imperative,  patients  will  be  received 
by  the  North  Staffs  Royal  Infirmary,  or  by  the  Public  Assistance 
Institutions  at  Newcastle  or  Keele  Road. 


5- 


The  County  Council  have  arrangements  with  the  Mrs.  Legge 
Memorial  Home,  Wolverhampton,  tor  dealing  with  unmarried 
prospective  mothers,  who  can  be  received  there  for  their  confine- 
ment. 

Children  — The  North  Staffs  Royal  Infirmary. 

Orthopaedic.  — The  Cripples’  Hospital,  Hartshil),  or  the  above. 

The  North  Staffs  Royal  Infirmary  is  available  for  all  forms  of 
treatment,  medical  and  surgical.  It  is  contjibuted  to  by  voluntary 
contributions  from  the  area. 

None  of  these  hospitals  are  situated  within  the  area. 

C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  Water. — The  Kidsgrove  Ward  is  supplied  by  the  Staffordshire 
Potteries  Water  Board.  The  water  is  of  good  quality  and  the  supply 
is  fully  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  Nevvchapel  Ward. — The  water  supply  here  is  augmented  by 
connecting  up  to  tne  mains  of  the  Biddulph  U.D.C.,  and  obtaining 
water  in  bulk  from  that  Authority.  The  water  from  this  source 
supplies  Long  Lane,  Stadmoreslow,  Newchapel  and  Whitehill.  The 
remaining  parts  of  the  Ward  are  supplied  by  the  Council’s  own  Water 
Works  at  Mow  Cop.  This  water  is  obtained  from  wells  100  ft.  deep 
and  is  pumped  into  a service  reservoir  high  up  on  Mow  Cop.  The 
average  daily  yield  during  the  year  was  24,000  gallons,  and  the 
average  daily  consumption  was  I3f  gallons  per  head  of  the  population. 

The  Talke  Ward. — The  water  for  public  supply  is  purchased  in 
bulk  from  the  Newcastle  R.D.C.,  and  is  satisfactory  both  in  quantity 
and  quality.  A constant  supply  is  maintained  throughout  the  district. 
The  average  daily  consumption  is  Ilf  gallons  per  head  of  the 
population. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams.— The  condition  of  these  is  under  the 
direct  control  of  the  County  Council.  No  action  in  regard  to  them 
was  taken  by  the  Urban  Council. 

3.  Drainage  and  Sewerage  : — 

Kidsgrove  Ward. — The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Red  Bull, 
Lawton,  continue  to  work  efficiently  and  a good  effluent  is  obtained. 
The  Analyst’s  remarks  on  a recent  sample  of  effluent  are  as 
follows:— “A  well  purified  sample  of  sewage  effluent,  free  from 
other  than  heavy  traces  of  humus.” 

Newchapel  Ward. — The  sewage  disposal  works  at  the  Rookery 
is  working  satisfactorily. 

Talke  Ward.— The  Scheme  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
in  connection  with  the  Sewerage  and  Outfall  Works  for  this  Ward 
has  been  approved,  ahd  the  sewerage  work  has  been  completed. 
Owing  to  the  Ministry’s  requirements  that  Atmospheric  Sludge 
Digestion  should  be  introduced,  the  extension  to  the  Red  Bull  Sew- 
age Disposal  Works  was  originally  delayed,  and  has  been  further 
delayed  on  account  of  prevailing  war  conditions. 
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4*  Public  Cleansing  : — 

Ash  Collecting. — All  the  scavenging  is  done  by  the  Councirs 
workmen  under  a system  of  direct  labour.  The  refuse  is  collected 
each  week  throughout  the  district,  a covered  motor  vehicle  being 
used  for  the  Kidsgrove  and  Talke  Wards,  and  an  open  lorry  for  the 
Newchapel  Ward.  Sanitary  bins  are  in  general  use  and  there  are  no 
ashpits. 

Trade  refuse  from  fish  dealers  is  removed  in  specially  provided 
containers  and  is  taken  to  the  fish  and  bone*meal  works  in  the  City 
of  Stoke-on-Trent. 

The  refuse  from  Kidsgrove  and  part  of  Talke  Ward  is  taken  to 
a controlled  tip  at  Talke  Hurst,  Butt  Lane,  which  is  outside  the 
district,  and  the  remainder  from  the  Talke  Ward  is  taken  to  a tip  at 
Talke  Pits.  Refuse  from  the  Newchapel  Ward  is  taken  to  tips 
which  are  partially  controlled  and  are  situated  at  a considerable 
distance  away  from  any  dwellings. 

JVightsoil : — In  the  Talke  Ward  two  men  are  regularly  em- 
ployed in  the  removal  of  nightsoil  Two  men  are  also  employed 
part  of  the  week  for  this  work  in  the  Newchapel  and  Kidsgrove 
Wards,  where  most  of  the  closets  are  so  situated  as  to  be  impracti- 
cable to  connect  to  the  Councils  sewers. 

The  sewage  so  collected  is  deposited  at  the  vaiious  tips,  but  it 
is  hoped  to  deal  with  this  by  tipping  in  conveniently  situated 
manholes  on  the  line  of  the  sewer,  or  by  depositing  at  the  sewage 
works. 

5.  Closet  Accommodation. — There  are  4,233  houses  in  the  dis- 
trict, 503  have  fixed  earthenware  receptacles,  J80  are  provided 
with  privies  and  34  with  moveable  receptacles.  The  remaining 
3,516  houses  have  fresh-water  or  waste-water  closets. 

The  number  of  closets  required  to  be  completed  is  as 
follows  : — 

Fixed  Earthen-  Moveable 

ware  Receptacles  Privies  Receptacles 


Talke  Ward  : — 

Houses  (including  farms 

and  Inns)  332 

Factories,  schools,  etc.  4 

Additional  closets  at  houses, 

Inns  and  farms  4 

Kidsgrove  Ward  : — 

Houses  ...  ...  17 

Factory  ...  ...  — 

Newchapel  Ward:-- 

Houses  (including  farms 

and  Inns)  154 

Factories,  schools,  etc.  7 

Additional  closets  at  houses, 

Inns  and  farms  I 

Totals  ...  519  205  41 

Note. — The  above  figures  include  houses  on  which  Demolition 
Orders  are  operative. 


143 

12 


37 

2 


32 

0 
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6.  Factories. — Total  number  of  factories  in  the  district : 


Blacksmiths  ...  ...  2 

Bakers  ...  ...  7 

Fustian  Works  ...  ...  2 

Plumbers  ...  ...  9 

Shoemakers  ...  ...  3 

Quarry  Works  ...  ...  5 

Brickworks  ..  ...  I 

Concrete  Flag  Works  ...  2 


No  inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  under 
the  Factories  Act  1937. 

7.  Shops. — A few  inspections  have  been  carried  out  under  the 
Shops  Acts  during  the  year,  but  no  action  has  been  necessary  under 
the  Shops  Act  of  1934. 

8.  Schools. — With  one  exception  all  the  public  elementary 
schools  in  the  district  have  an  adequate  range  of  latrines  and 
water  closets,  also  a sufficient  and  satisfactory  water  supply, 

9.  Swimming  Baths.  — There  are  no  public  or  privately 
owned  swimming  baths  in  the  district. 

10. — Disinfestation ♦ etc. — No  action  has  been  taken  or  necessai)' 
for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs.  Heavy  infestation  with  crickets 
ivas  complained  of  at  the  Talke  Hurst  Tip  and  treatment  of 
the  tip  has  been  carried  out  by  insecticides. 

D.  Housing. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year: 

53  Houses  and  13  Bungalows.  Total  66. 

(28  houses  and  1 bungalow  built  by  private  enterprise, 
remainder  built  by  Council.) 

I —  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ..  85 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose..  12G 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  50 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  56 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ..  ..  . . 43 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . 82 

II—  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ..  ..  ..  2 
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III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  & 18,  of  the  Housing 

Act.  2936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ..  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  . . . . . . . . 0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . . 67 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  informal  Notices  ..  42 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  rem- 

edied after  service  of  formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ..  ..  0 

(b)  By  Looal  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  & 13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  :— 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  dem- 

olition Orders  were  made  ..  ..  ..  28 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  Orders  ..  ..  ..  Nil 


(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ..  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  render- 
ed tit  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 


IV.  Housing  Act,  1636,  Part  IV.  Overcrowding  : — 


(a) 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 


Number  of  dwellings  overcrowed  at  end  of  year 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein.. 


Previous  fig- 
ure assumed 
from  Survey 
A.  No  accu- 
rate figure. 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ..  ..  ..  „ . 0 

(c)  (I)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  dur- 

ing the  year  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ..  6 


NOTE.*— The  above  figures  are  for  the  half-year  ending  31st  Dec- 
ember, as  no  records  are  available  for  the  half-year  ending 
30th  June. 
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E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply . — The  purity  of  the  milk  produced  within  the 
area  or  brought  for  sale  has  been  satisfactory  as  have  also  the 
arrangements  for  its  distribution.  Frequent  inspections  of  the 
Diaries  and  Cowsheds  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during 
the  earlier  part  of  the  year  and  improvements  carried  out  to 
Diary  premises. 

No  licenses  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Orders. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods. — There  were  eight  private  slaughter 
houses  within  the  district  (4  in  the  Kidsgrove  Ward  and  4 in  the 
Talke  Ward). 

Occasional  inspection  of  meat  lias  been  carried  out  at 
these  slaughter  houses. 

During  the  year  the  market  was  temporarily  used  as  a 
wholesale  tish  market  and  close  co-operation  existed  between 
the  controllers  of  the  Market  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

No 

particulars  recorded. 

Number  inspected 

4 

0 

20 

10 

All  diseases  except  T.B, : 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  thau  Tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

spected  affected  with  T.B.  ... 

0 

0 

3 

0 

NOTE.— The  above  figures  are 

for  the  6 

months 

ended  31st 

Dec- 

ember,  only. 


(c)  Adulteration. — Samples  of  Milk  and  other  foods  are  taken 
by  Inspectors  of  the  County  Council  for  Chemical  or  Bacteria- 
logical  examination  by  the  County  Analyst  at  Stafford. 
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F.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

There  were  147  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases, ’(includ- 
ing Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 

These  were  distributed  as  follows : 


Kidsgrove  Newchapel  Talke 
Disease  Ward  Ward  Ward  Total 


Scarlet  Fever 

54 

26 

16 

96 

Diphtheria 

I 

1 

I 

3 

Pneumonia 

Tubercnlosis  (Non  PuD 

6 

10 

© 

16 

monary) 

I 

2 

0 

3 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

7 

6 

0 

13 

Erysipelas 

4 

3 

1 

8 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

z 

© 

0 

I 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

2 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

I 

0 

0 

1 

Measles 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Antereis  Poliomy- 

1 

1 

0 

2 

elitis  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Grand  Total,  147 


6 of  these  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  transfers 

from  other  areas. 

All  the  cases,  except  two,  of  Scarlet  Fever,  were  removed 
to  Bradwell  Sanatorium.  Three  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  also 
removed  to  this  Sanatorium. 

There  has  been  96  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  28  cases  the  previous  year. 


The  incidence  of  this  disease  was  as  follows  : 


Under 

5 to  10 

io  to  15 

Over 

5 yrs. 

years. 

years. 

15  yrs. 

January 

2 

2 

0 

0 

February 

0 

0 

I 

0 

March 

I 

I 

5 

0 

April 

I 

2 

0 

0 

May 

2 

I 

3 

0 

June 

7 

IO 

3 

I 

July 

5 

9 

0 

0 

August 

2 

7 

4 

0 

September  ... 

1 

6 

2 

0 

October 

0 

I 

3 

I 

November 

1 

3 

I 

December 

1 

2 

1 

I 

23 


44 


25 


4 


II. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  IQ39> 


New  Cases  - 

7- 

Deaths 

- 7 

• 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Age  Periods 

M 

F 

M 

F 

' M ' 

F 

M 

F 

0— I 

... 

... 

I 

i-5 

- . • 

• • • 

. • • 

, , , 

e « «• 

• • • 

5—15 

. . . 

, , , 

2 

I 

. . 0 

** 

r.. 

. . . 

15—25 

I 

, . . ' 

, . . 

• ♦ • 

I 

. . . 

. . , 

25-35 

2 

I 

, 0 « 

.» 

35-45 

. . . 

• « , 

I 

. . . 

45—55 

,,, 

• * > 

I 

... 

55—65 

3 

.... 

... 

• • • 

2 

«*  * • • 

. • * 

. . . 

)5  & upwards 

... 

... 

- 

I 

... 

... 

Totals 

- 

6 

I 

1 

I 

5 

I 

• — ■ 

I 

There  were  6 Pulmonary  Transfers  from  other  areas  during 
the  year. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA : 

Your  Council  decided  iu  I938  to  take  no  further  steps  with 
regard  to  this,  on  account  of  the  expense  involved. 


There  were  only  3 cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

Swabs  have  been  taken  when  occasion  has  arisen  from 
unhealthy  throats  by  the  School  Medical  Officer.  The  pathol- 
ogical findings  of  these  swabs  are  at  once  reported,  so  that 
immediate  steps  may  be  taken  to  investigate  the  circumstances 
and  isolate  possible  cases. 

A serum  syringe  and  diphtheria  anti-toxin  are  provided  and 
kept  at  the  Police  Station,  Kidsgrove,  for  the  emergency  use  of 
practitiouers. 

THE  PREVALENCE  OF  CANCER  is  not  abnormal. 

Number  of  deaths  from  it:  Males  8.  Females  10. 


Total  18. 


12. 


Hospital  Accommodation  has  been  quite  sufficient  for  tbe 
infectious  cases  from  tbe  area. 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  -which  have  been 
exposed  in  infection  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority,  when 
required  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  176,  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness,  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
suffering  from  injury  to  the  eyes. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925 ; (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or 
under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  172 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  (relating  to  the  compulsory 
removal  to  Hospital  of  persons  suffer irig  from  tuberculosis.) 

I am,  yours  faithfully, 

HENRY  P.  HAliPUR  M.D., 

May  14th,  1940.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  Annua!  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kidsgvave 
Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  & Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1939. 


COMPLAINTS  — 57  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year. 


INSPECTIONS.  -The  following  is 

inspections  carried  out:-— 


a list  of  inspections  and  re- 


Frirnary 

Inspectons. 


Re- 

inspections. 


Houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

Overcrowding 

Water  Supply 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

Schools 

Ashes  accommodation 
Accumulations 
Animals  or  Birds 
Yards.  Courts,  etc. 

Piggeries 

Drainage  Inspections 
Drainage  Tests 

Water-closets  and  Slop-closets 
Pail-closets  or  Privies 
Urinals 

Sewers  and  Street  Gullies 
Cowsheds  . „ 

Milkshops  and  Dairies 
Slaughter-houses  for  meat  inspection 
Food  preparing  Premises 
General  Food  Premises 
Factories 

Bakehouses  (with  mechanical  power) 
Bakehouses  (without  ,,  ) 

Shops 

Rats  and  Mice  Acts 
Verminous  Premises 


35 

91 

1 

2 

2 

40 

5 

1 

0 

1 

79 


29 

2 

0 

4 

0 

26 

2 

0 

0 

0 

126 


(including  closet  conversions) 

4 0 


(excluding  conversions) 


2 

57 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

« 

0 

0 

2 


1 

95 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Primary 

Re- 

inspectons. 

inspections 

Infectious  Diseases 

• » 

56 

5 

Houses  under  Sec.  9 

Housing 

Act 

. . 5 

6 

Houses  under  Sec.  11 

Housing 

Act 

45 

0 

Houses  under  Sec.  25 

Housing 

Act 

0 

0 

Houses  (other  visits) 

* • 

105 

6 

Smoke  observations 

* „ 

1 

0 

Cleansing 

, „ 

16 

0 

Miscellaneous  visits 

• - 

33 

1 

Totals 

595 

309 

NOTE 


-The  above  figures  are  for  the  half-year  ending  31st  December. 

only. 


INTERVIEWS  WITH  OWNERS,  Etc. 

93  interviews  have  taken  place,  a large  number  of  these  being 
with  owners  or  builders  on  the  site  of  proposed  closet  conversions. 

RE-HOUSING. 

The  new  houses  at  Talke  Pits  Housing  Estate  have  been  in 
progress  of  construction  during  the  year  and  it  is  the  intention,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  re-house  occupants  of  unfit  bouses  in  the  70 
houses  which  will  be  completed  thereon. 

The  original  scheme  was  for  136  houses,  as  follows  : — 

88 — 2 Bedroom  type  houses, 

92—3 

6—4 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war  the  following  70  only  will  be 
completed  until  cessation  of  hostilities  ; — 

24 — 2 Bedroom  type  houses. 

44-3 

2 — 4 , , , , 

24  of  these  houses  have  been  occupied  during  the  year  by 
occupants  of  houses  which  were  reported  by  Mr.  Cotton,  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  in  November,  1937,  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
incapable  of  being  rendered  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  such 
habitation  at  a reasonable  cost,  and  one  house,  in  addition  to  the 
above  24,  lias  been  occupied  by  a family  from  an  overcrowed  house. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  make  new  Representations  in  conn- 
ection with  a number  of  the  houses  which  were  reported  as  unfit 
in  December,  1937,  and  this  will  cause  a certain  amount  of  delay 
in  occupying  the  houses  which  are  nearing  completion. 

OVERCROWDING. 

No  accurate  figures  are  available  as  to  the  extent  of  over- 
crowding in  the  district,  as  the  houses  have  never  been  measured 
for  this  purpose.  The  only  figures  available  are  those  which  were 
ascertained  following  Survey  A.  under  the  Housing  Act,  1835. 
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A rough  survey  of  the  Talke  Ward  has  been  made  during 
the  year  with  a view  to  re-housmg  at  Talke  Pits.  Properties  which 
were  listed  as  likely  to  have  been  overcrowded  according  to  Survey 
A.  have  been  visited,  together  with  a number  of  other  houses 
where  applications  were  made.  It  was  found  that  a large  proport- 
ion of  the  overcrowding  has  been  abated  by  voluntary  transference 
oi  the  tenants.  The  majority  of  the  overcrowding  demanded  houses 
of  4 or  more  bedrooms  for  re-housing  according  to  the  standards 
laid  down  by  Sec,  230  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

A number  of  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded  according 
to  sleeping  arrangements,  particularly  in  houses  with  two  living 
rooms  and  two  bedrooms,  but  were  not  in  excess  of  the  “permitted 
numbers.” 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Only  occasional  inspection  of  meat  has  been  carried  out  and 
for  the  most  part,  reliance  lias  been  placed  on  the  voluntary  notifi- 
cation of  unsound  food.  569  lbs  of  meat  were  surrendered  during 
the  year  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

During  the  period  whilst  the  market  was  being  used  as  a 
wholesale  fish  market,  there  was  close  co-operation  between  myself 
and  the  controllers  of  the  market.  168  stones  of  fish  were  surren- 
dered a3  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
October.  1939.  This  Act  repeals  the  Food  & Drugs  (Adulteration) 
Act,  1928,  but  samples  of  food  and  drugs  are  still  being  taken  by 
the  Inspectors  of  the  County  Couucil.  No  applications  were  received 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  for  slaughter-house  licenses  or  for  the 
registration  of  food  preparing  premises  under  Section  14  of  the 
1938  Act. 

MILK  AND  DIARIES. 

A number  of  visits  by  Mr.  Cotton,  the  previous  Sanitary 
Inspector,  to  cowsheds  and  dairy  premises,  resulted  in  a number 
of  improvements  being  carried  out. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Samples  of  well  or  spring  water  were  taken  during  the  year 
at  Mow  Cop,  and  submitted  for  chemical  analysis.  It  would  appear 
that  such  analysis  proved  the  samples  to  be  satisfactory. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

96  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  aud  3 cases  of  Diphtheria  have 
occured  during  the  year.  In  every  case  fumigation  of  the  premises 
has  been  carried  out  by  the  ex-Sanitary  Inspector  or  myself. 
Disinfectant  was  supplied  in  each  case  aud  instructions  given  as 
to  precautions  necessary  to  prevent  spread  of  infection. 


ASHES  ACCOMMODATION. 


A number  of  informal  notices  have  been  served  where  it  has 
been  found  that  no  proper  ashes  accommodation  or  defective  ash- 
bins  existed.  19  new  ashbins  have  been  provided  since  the  1st  July 
as  a result  of  such  Notices. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

A large  proportion  of  time  has  been  spent  on  supervision  of 
work  arising  out  of  the  voluntary  conversion  of  privies  and  closets 
of  the  fixed  earthenware  receptacle  type. 

There  have  been  14  conversions  in  the  Newchapel  Ward  dnr- 
ing  the  year,  177  in  the  Talke  Ward,  and  1 in  the  Kidsgrove  Ward. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  following  table  records  sanitary  improvements  effected 
during  the  half-year  ending  31st  December  : 


Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 

Privies  or  pails  converted  to  Modern  W.C.’s  ..  ..  53 

Slop  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  with  fresh  water  flush  ..  0 

Mechanical  flushing  facilities  provided  to  closets  ..  0 

Defective  W.C.’s  remedied  . . ..  ..  ..  0 

New  drainage  provided  (apart  from  closet  conversions)  ..  6 

Cesspools  abolished  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 

Drains  trapped,  ventilated  and  repairs  ..  ..  ..  0 

Obstructed  drains  dealt  with  . ..  ..  ..  4 

House-drains  tested  (apart  from  closet  conversions)  ..  0 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  ..  ..  0 

Cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ..  ..  1 

Ashbins  provided..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  19 

Ashpits  abolished  ..  ..  ..  ..  ...  0 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired  . . ..  ..  ..  0 

Polluted  wells  disused  for  domestic  purposes  ..  ..  0 

Number  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water  supplies 

dealt  with  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Verminous  houses  dealt  with  ..  ..  ..  ..  0 


NOTE. — The  above  figures  are  for  the  half-year  ending  31st  December 
only. 


Yours  faithfully. 

HENRY  P.  HARPUR,  M,D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

EDWARD  STANSFIELD, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


